THE ULTIMATE
GUIDE TO MEDICAL
FUNDRAISING

CONTENTS
CHAPTER 1
The Ultimate Guide To
Medical Fundraising

CHAPTER 2
How to Raise Money for a
Family in Need

CHAPTER 3
How to Raise Money for a
Friend in Need

CHAPTER 4
Should You Use
Fundraising Sites

CHAPTER 5
Best Crowdfunding Sites
for Medical Bills

CHAPTER 6
Fundraising Events

CHAPTER 7
Resources For Raising
Money For Medical
Expenses

CHAPTER 8
Why Fundraising For
Medical Costs Is
Necessary

CHAPTER 9
Cancer Fundraising

CHAPTER 10
Fundraising for other
Conditions

THE ULTIMATE
GUIDE TO MEDICAL
FUNDRAISING
Fundraising for Medical Treatment
Finding out that you or a loved one is struggling with a medical crisis is one of the
most stressful events of your life. The emotional strain a bad diagnosis can take on
your entire family can be devastating. But many people find themselves facing a
challenge that lasts long after the illness. Medical costs are increasing at a rapid
rate, and treatment for a serious illness can create serious financial problems. It's
hard enough to go through treatments for a serious illness without worrying about the
long term financial impact. At MedGift we want to support you through these
challenging times in every way we can. That's why we've developed The Ultimate
Guide to Medical Fundraising as a comprehensive guide for anyone facing medical
expenses they are not fully prepared for.So you did your research, called various
clinics, even consulted with past patients, friends and family who have recovered.
Now you know more than you ever imagined you would know about cancer and both
standard and alternative treatment methods. It's at this point that most patients feel
they’re prepared to make a choice and move forward, but one significant thing
usually seems to be standing directly in their way. MONEY.Unfortunately, we’re still in a
day and age where many insurance companies will choose not to cover alternative
treatments. And in the U.S., your insurance company may even be prohibited from
doing so by law. If you start diving into the sea of alternative and experimental
treatments for any condition you'll usually find one universal truth. The options and
treatments provided are not cheap. In fact, a stay at a clinic can easily accumulate
to tens of thousands of dollars, and that may be only the beginning. When your initial
stay at a clinic ends, you’ll soon realize there is much more to come. Follow-up
treatments, post-care protocols, returning for routine check-ups and keeping up with
a healthy diet, all come with their price tag, and they all play critical parts in the
recovery process. Your health is critical, but so is recovering medically without
destroying yourself financially. We have put this guide together to give you access to
all of the best options when you need fundraising ideas to cover medical expenses
successfully.

Fundraising for Medical Treatment
Although lots of families across the U.S. have tried various fundraising ideas to
cover medical expenses, not every medical fundraiser is created equally, or is
successful in reaching its' goal. Numerous factors and elements come together to
make a successful fundraiser. However, the key is to be as proactive and creative
as possible. Below are some traditional, and less traditional fundraising ideas for
your medical expenses to get your ideas starting to flow.
Have a bake sale.
Cook-off fundraiser.
Car wash.
Facebook fundraiser.
Healthcare Crowdfunding
Medical fundraising is used to assist people with various conditions, such as M.S.,
cancer, medical tourism, and fertility treatments. Healthcare crowdfunding provides
people with a platform to share their personal stories with their family, friends,
community, and even strangers who might feel compelled to donate. If you’re
facing mounting medical bills, it can help you in accessing the funds you need fast.
You can start withdrawing funds immediately you begin receiving donations.
Additionally, it can help in spreading awareness concerning medical conditions
and the overall healthcare system. Below are some of the best practices to
consider for successful healthcare crowdfunding:
Find a fundraising team together.
Perfect your pitch
Show people what you are up against
Throw a fundraising event
Update frequently
Throw and after-party even.

DIY Fundraising
If someone registers as a peer-to-peer fundraiser, they express a passion for your
work and dedication to your cause. They’re, in fact, so committed that they will
reach out to their networks to appeal for donations, and then raise money on your
behalf. But these already important people could have a substantial impact, and
possibly raise more funds, if you provided them with creative control over their
medical fundraising using a do-it-yourself (DIY) campaign. By doing this, you can
allow supporters to fundraise at any given time for any personal occasion or
reason - even if it is not associated with a current campaign. But what exactly is
DIY fundraising? Generally, the operation of DIY fundraising is similar to a traditional
peer-to-peer campaign. Under a parent campaign, fundraisers can add personal
fundraising pages and ask for donations that will fund the parent campaign.
Typical peer-to-peer fundraising campaigns often have a hard stop and a
specific designated program that the raised funding will be allocated toward. Every
personal fundraising page under this campaign will end once the parent
campaign ends, but the funding will go to the predetermined program.
Here are some tips to achieve a successful DIY fundraising
strategy:
Make it easy.
Motivate your fundraisers.
Choose a theme.
Start small.
Allow your fundraisers to enroll as teams.
Fine-tune your master campaign.
Offer success tips.
Build the community.

HOW TO RAISE
MONEY FOR A FAMILY
IN NEED
Families and households can experience hardships for different reasons. Life can
present serious problems for people all across the globe. These people may be
unable to resolve these issues on their own. These include frail economies, loss of a
job, losses from natural disasters and having to pay astronomical medical fees.As
unfortunate as it is to compare medical expenses with losses from natural
disasters, the truth is-medical costs can be a financial burden for a lot of people.
Expensive medical costs are a crisis for Americans. The United States alone has
over 52 million people with medical debt. According to Healthcare.Gov the average
cost of a three day hospital stay is approximately $30,000. A prime example is Erin
Taylor, a mother of a 5-year old boy born with cystic fibrosis. The mother needed
to raise over $50,000 to pay for a double lung transplant for her son, as he was
taking over 30 pills each day. Even after she raised enough money for the surgery,
she was left with about $10,000 in medical debt.

Crowdfunding can be an efficient and timely support system for people. You might find
that the money raised during the fundraiser might be the only source of income for the
family if the family member afflicted is the breadwinner. This makes crowdfunding an
even more important method of making an immediate and positive impact on the lives
of people and their health.

Thoughtful Tips Useful in Helping A Family In Need
Communicating to the Family
Writing A Convincing Fundraiser Story
Reach Out To Close Relatives and Friends First
Create a savings account to cover your medical expenses
Share The Story Across Relevant Channels

Ideas That Are Applicable in Crowdfunding for Medical Expenses
Making Pledges
Organizing a Raffle Competition
Doing a Garage Sale
Printing T-Shirts

Final Thoughts
While raising money for someone else, be patient with donors as they are not
exactly sure about where the money is going, or how it will be spent. Therefore it
is important that you explain the scenario in detail to unburden them of such
concerns. Also, make sure you are providing emotional support as they grapple
with their challenges. The sooner you begin, the better.

HOW TO RAISE
MONEY FOR A
FRIEND IN NEED
When a close friend has been diagnosed with an illness or a chronic medical
condition, it only makes sense that those closest to them would want to do
everything possible to make that person feel better. Even though there may be little
friends can do make the person feel better, they can take action and raise money
for a friend who is sick. Just helping to reduce their financial burdens can alleviate
stress. From emergency room visits to acute and long-term care, it does not take
long for medical expenses to completely wipe out a person's savings account. It
can also leave a person with debt that can last for many years. Medical
fundraising is a very powerful tool that when executed properly, can prevent
medical bankruptcy and allow the sick person to focus on healing. Many people
have used medical fundraisers to cover routine doctor visits, prescription costs and
even procedures not generally covered by health insurance (i.e. gender
confirmation surgery and IVF treatments.).

Be Sure To Title The Fundraiser Correctly
The title that is used for the medical fundraiser is very important. It will be the first
thing that people will see, and is the best way to grab the public's attention. The
title will provide more information about why there is a need to raise money. In
other words, the title should be quite specific. For example, "John's Fundraiser" does
not provide a lot of information about John or his medical condition. A more
effective title would be "Help John's Fight With MS." There should also be a story with
the fundraiser. This will provide the public with more information about what the
sick person is going through. Even though it may be tempting to keep the story
short and to the point, many people are more willing to donate if they understand
the full scope of what a person is going through. To fully understand what the
fundraiser's beneficiary is going through physically, emotionally or financially; is
more easily relatable.

Include Video And/or Photos If Possible
Unfortunately, due to the large number of scams that proliferate the country each
year, it is important to use video and/or photos if possible. This will draw potential
donors in, and make the medical fundraiser appear genuine to donors. People tend
to feel more comfortable with giving, when they can put a face with a name or
cause. It is important to use high-quality photos or videos of the sick friend.
Although it may seem as though the sick friend would be placed in a vulnerable
position by doing this, it is this type of vulnerability that will inspire people to donate
to the cause. So with that being said, the following will provide more information
about medical fundraising ideas; inexpensive medical fundraising ideas, different
medical fundraising ideas for a friend and the best way to have a medical
fundraiser.
Medical Fundraising Ideas
With more and more people shopping online, why not take advantage of this and
use technology to boost goals for the medical fundraiser? With Amazon Smile, it is
easy to raise money for friends by encouraging other friends, family members and
other supporters to take part in the fundraiser, and make purchases on
Amazon.Amazon's Smile Program allows customers to make purchases through
the Smile website, and 0.5% of the total purchase price of their order will be
donated to the fundraiser. The only requirement, is that the fundraiser is registered
with the online giant. Be sure that the event is promoted early enough in advance,
and also provide information to the participants about the fundraiser. It is possible
to raise more money by speaking about the fundraiser prior to the class, and
leaving a few donation jars throughout the venue or studio. This is a popular
fundraising idea because it also promotes healthy and natural living.
Inexpensive Medical Fundraising Ideas
This type of fundraiser works well because it creates both a sense of community
and urgency. The supporters of the medical fundraiser will work together, to raise
as much money as they can within a 24-hour period. Game nights are a great way
to get friends together to relax and have fun, while playing some of their favorite
board games. These gatherings can also double as a way to raise money for
medical expenses. Game nights can be held on a weekly or monthly basis, and
selling refreshments will increase the amount of donations received.

Medical Fundraising Ideas For A Friend
Are there any specific medical fundraising ideas that could be hosted for a sick
friend? Absolutely. There are several fundraising ideas for people to consider, who
want to raise money for a friend facing mounting medical bills. As previously
mentioned, due to technology, activities that once required a person to leave their
house can now be easily done in the comfort of their home. As long as they have a
mobile device and an Internet connection, things can be quite simple. The reason
why this type of fundraiser is so effective on Facebook, is because the platform is
so popular. There are over 1 billion users active on Facebook on any given day. This
means that there is a high possibility that the fundraiser could go viral! Simply set
up a page specifically for the medical fundraiser, and encourage everyone to
share the page with others. Never underestimate how powerful social media can
be, and the many ways it can positively affect the fundraising campaign.
Tips For Hosting A Fundraiser
Finally, use different social media platforms such as Instagram, YouTube, Facebook
and Snapchat, to post videos and pre-event activities. Encourage followers and
subscribers to participate in activities, and ask key speakers questions prior to the
event. This will encourage anticipation for the event, and increase ticket sales.

SHOULD YOU USE
FUNDRAISING
SITES?
Understanding Crowdfunding Websites
If you're planning to raise additional money, you must remember that not all
crowdfunding resources are the same. Although all of them give you a chance to
crowd-source funds, there are many differences between them that can affect the
success of your efforts. While some sites are generic fundraising sites that allow you to
crowd fund money for any cause, some are more specific to causes like funding a
business idea or a medical procedure or heath journey. Some offer additional features
like making it easy for supporters to share your story and even get rewarded for
bringing more people to your team.

How Do You Choose a Crowdfunding Platform?
If you're planning to raise additional money, you must remember that not all
crowdfunding resources are the same. Although all of them give you a chance to
crowd-source funds, there are many differences between them that can affect the
success of your efforts. While some sites are generic fundraising sites that allow you to
crowd fund money for any cause, some are more specific to causes like funding a
business idea or a medical procedure or heath journey. Some offer additional features
like making it easy for supporters to share your story and even get rewarded for
bringing more people to your team.

How Do You Choose a Crowdfunding Platform?
Here are the primary factors to consider when you're trying to decide if you should
use crowdfunding sites for your medical costs, and which one to use:
- Types of crowdfunding. Not all platforms provide you with all types of
crowdfunding. Some only provide equity funding, some focus on debt
crowdfunding, while others (such as MedGift.org) offer medical crowdfunding.
- Fees involved. Different platforms utilize different structures when it comes to
pricing their services. These may include commission fees, transaction fees,
success fees, administration fees, setup fees or arrangement fees, etc.

- Type of platform
Generally speaking, some platforms act purely as a landing page that brings
together investors and businesses. Others, however, play a more active role
focused on your goal and with your goal being medical crowdfunding, its
important to choose wisely .
- Types of donors
Institutional, business and individual donors can all pledge funds to a particular
project. However, some platforms choose one, or limit you to specific kinds of
donor.
- Security and Privacy.
Security is another crucial factor that makes a lot of people ask themselves,
"should you use fundraising sites?" If your family and friends feel uncomfortable,
there is a high chance that the crowd will as well. Make sure that whatever
platform you choose offers the privacy protection you need.
- Platform usability.
In general, each site provides a unique set of resources for raising money for
things like medical expenses, as well as a unique layout, fundraising model, and
pledge process. These differences attract specific types of supporters and donors
so keep that in mind.
- General vs. niche site.
As we've discussed, typically, different platforms specialize in supporting specific
types of projects, or don't specialize in anything at all besides crowd-sourcing
money. You can find just about any themed platform to help your cause if you
want to be specific, or join the masses if you don't. There are platforms specifically
for authors, mompreneurs, startups, and cancer research projects, just to name a
few.

What Is Personal Fundraising?
Generally speaking, personal fundraising enables people to request their family
members and friends assist them in raising money for practically any cause. So
individuals in need of funds, can quickly come up with a personal fundraising
campaign. They can share their page, and even accept donations online.

Getting Started with a Personal Fundraising Campaign
What is personal fundraising's most intriguing thing? There are no limitations on
what causes, life events or projects you can fundraise for. All you need is the skill to
create a page, and then request people to donate; your possibilities will be
endless! For those who still question if they should use fundraising websites, below
you'll find some tips that will help to ensure their trust with personal fundraising
websites.

What Are the Benefits of Personal Fundraising Websites?
When you decide to set up a crowdfunding campaign, you'll realize that it's pretty
straightforward and quick. You can start making and raising money as soon as
you click "publish". Your campaign can even go viral if properly promoted on social
media. In fact, a majority of campaigns can attain their goals within four weeks.
For those who are planning to raise money fast, the best way to get started is by
coming up with a personal fundraising page. So, why should you use fundraising
sites?
Spread Awareness
Empower individuals
Bring Communities Together

What Are the Benefits of Personal Fundraising Websites?
Choose a Platform

Sharing your Campaign

Set a Goal and Deadline

Update your Personal Fundraiser

Create your Personal

Acknowledge your Supporters

Fundraising Page

BEST CROWDFUNDING
SITES FOR MEDICAL BILLS
Being faced with unexpected medical bills can be incredibly worrying, especially in
the current economic climate. If you or someone you care for has been in an
accident or taken ill, and is faced with a medical bill that insurance won't cover,
crowdfunding may be your best option. Here, we will look at some of the best
crowdfunding sites for medical bills.

How to Raise Money for Medical Bills Using Crowdfunding Sites
Crowdfunding sites dedicated to medical fundraising such as MedGift.Org are
gaining traction. GoFundMe, a large crowdfunding site for any cause reports that a
third of the campaigns launched on their platform are for medical expenses. It's
easy to understand why, given that health policies can cost thousands of dollars
per year, and have high deductibles. If someone falls ill and finds themselves
needing costly care; turning to friends, family and kind strangers for help,
crowdfunding is an increasingly popular and viable option.

Anonymous Crowdfunding
Some people want to remain anonymous when they are raising funds but it's not
recommended. It's easy to understand why this might be the case. A person may
not want their employer or co-workers knowing that they are unwell; or simply just
do not want certain people in their immediate circle to know, that they have had to
go out and seek funds in this way. Practically speaking, most successful
campaigns are based on donations from personal support communities (friends,
friends of friends and family). Donating to campaigns where you do not have
some connection with the campaign beneficiary can be risky and probably should
be avoided. Buyer beware.

Crowdfunding Options
In general, being open and communicating with your friends and family, is more
likely to lead to a good number of donations. Anonymous crowdfunding
campaigns are susceptible to fraud so reputable sites do not allow them. A
certain amount of humility is required to ask for help, which is a good thing and
crowdfunding allows you to state exactly what you need. In this way those
wanting to help do not have to guess on the specific needs.

GiveForward
GiveForward was a popular online fundraising tool that launched in 2008. At the
time, it was incredibly innovative. It helped people to raise money for causes they
cared about, while initially being used for organizations. It quickly became a
popular platform for people who were looking to raise money for a loved one's
medical expenses. The Chicago Tribune picked up on the website, and highlighted
it as "The future of medical fundraising in the Internet Age". The site was ahead of
its time, and eventually went on to become a part of GoFundMe. GoFundMe is
today one of the biggest, if not the biggest of the open online fundraising
platforms.

MedGift, a not-for-Profit, is Solely Focused on Medical Expenses
MedGift takes the guesswork out of how one can help. Through a MedGift support
page, those experiencing a health-related journey can list their financial, physical
and emotional needs. This allows friends and family to select the areas they can
help them with, including specific items listed in a personalized “registry”.MedGift’s
support platform offers fundraising to cover medical and daily
expenses, calendaring to organize help for day-to-day life, and wish lists for
specific needs such as a wig or wheelchair. Users can share updates on progress,
post photos, and receive encouragement and support from their community. In
addition, with a MedGift support page updates can be posted for visitors to track
the progress of the health journey and leave well-wishes for the beneficiary.

MedGift, a not-for-Profit, is Solely Focused on Medical Expenses
MedGift takes the guesswork out of how one can help. Through a MedGift support
page, those experiencing a health-related journey can list their financial, physical
and emotional needs. This allows friends and family to select the areas they can
help them with, including specific items listed in a personalized “registry”.MedGift’s
support platform offers fundraising to cover medical and daily
expenses, calendaring to organize help for day-to-day life, and wish lists for
specific needs such as a wig or wheelchair. Users can share updates on progress,
post photos, and receive encouragement and support from their community. In
addition, with a MedGift support page updates can be posted for visitors to track
the progress of the health journey and leave well-wishes for the beneficiary.

GoFundme for Medical Expenses
GoFundMe allows people to set up campaigns for themselves, or for others to set
up a fund on their behalf. Users set a fundraising goal, publicize their funds and
can then receive money. There are no fees for using the platform, and the
platform is trusted by donors because it is so well known. Unlike some funds, users
can withdraw money at any time. Making a withdrawal will not affect the progress
meter that is shown on the campaign. There is also no need for a campaign to
reach its goal. So, if a hypothetical user had a fund goal to cover the cost of
medical treatment for a broken leg, and surgery could cost $25,000 or more; even
if only $20,000 is raised, they can still withdraw those funds.

JustGiving for Medical Expenses
JustGiving.com is another popular crowd-funding platform, that welcomes users
looking to raise money for health and medical expenses. It is open to people
starting large or small campaigns. So whether the goal is to fund prescriptions,
dental costs, travel to and from hospitals or hospital bills, the platform is an
option.Unlike GoFundMe, JustGiving takes a small fee out of any funds raised. The
site is trusted and well-regarded, so many people choose it because they feel
they are more likely to get successfully get donations.

FUNDRAISING
EVENTS
Ideas For Fundraising Events
There are many ways that people can have a fundraiser. They need to decide
which one will be most beneficial. They will need to sit down and consider all the
different points, before they decide on the fundraiser that is most beneficial for
them. Here are some ideas they can choose, when they want to have a fundraiser:
Bands
Family Days
Pet Needs
Beauty Days

How To Improve Live Fundraising Events With Online Options
When people are having live fundraisers, they will also want people to take part in
their cause online. To start, they can offer videos and pictures of the event. The
people watching online will be able to contribute to the cause, by giving their
donations through an online portal.

Fundraiser Shirts And Other Physical Premiums That Can Be Sold At Live Events
One of the best ways to raise money for a person's medical expenses, is by selling
people something, like a shirt. Here is a list of items that people will find worthy of
spending money on; while they are attending a live fundraiser to help with a
person's medical expenses:
Shirts
Coffee Mugs, Etc.
Pens And Pencil Sets
Coolers
Picture Frames

After organizing a fundraiser, a person will find that they reap the rewards of all the
work that they have done. They can proceed with getting the medical attention
that will help them to carry on. The fundraiser will be a success, and it will mean a
lot in the way of emotional as well as financial support, as they go through the
toughest times in their lives.

RESOURCES FOR
RAISING MONEY FOR
MEDICAL EXPENSES
From emergency room visits and ambulance costs to long-term medical care,
hospital bills and other healthcare expenses can take a toll on your finances. They
will in many cases, quickly burn through entire savings accounts and leave
mounting debt behind. Medical fundraising is powerful in the sense that it can help
you conquer devastating medical expenses, so that you can focus on healing.
Many people have found that fundraising for medical expenses, can help pay for
not only the doctor visits and prescribed medications, but also procedures and
services that are typically not covered by insurance (such as gender confirmation
surgery or IVF treatments and/or nutritional needs).

Why Raise Money for your Medical Expenses?
When people face a sudden financial hardship due to unexpected medical
expenses, they are often left wondering how they can possibly pay for the ongoing
treatments, and how they can avoid financial distress or even possibly a medical
related bankruptcy. As such, people will use medical fundraising to raise money
for a wide variety of medical related expenses.Raising money for medical
expenses can effectively help to ease the financial stress that might come with the
sudden medical hardships.

Best Practices for Successful Medical Fundraising
For people who are new to fundraising, you might not know how to set up a
successful fundraiser. The section below will help you create a compelling
fundraiser.
Ask a trusted family member or friend to help you plan the fundraiser
Have an Online Presence
Ask People for Exactly What you Need
Let the Media Know and Involve Them
Don’t shy from telling your story
Social Media
Recognize your Supporters
Consider Corporate Sponsorships
Make Use of your Available Networks
Frequent Updates

WHY FUNDRAISING
FOR MEDICAL COSTS IS
NECESSARY
Crowdfunding is a simple and effective means to raise money to cover the overall
cost of costly medical expenses and unexpected health emergencies.
Crowdfunding simply involves reaching out to your supporters’ network, and asking
for donations. By using top crowdfunding platforms, you can create mobileresponsive online donation pages that you can use to collect donations from family
members, friends and friends of friends. Please understand the likelihood of raising
funds from stranger donations is highly unlikely. Once you setup your campaign,
which is basically a web-page, you invite people to visit the page by sharing its URL.
Visitors come to the page and choose to donate. An important consideration is
essentially all crowdfunding sites use Stripe to actually accept the donation,
process the credit card transaction and manage the transferal of funds to the
beneficiary's personal account.

Examples of Out-of-pockets Costs
Now that you have an idea of why fundraising for medical costs is crucial, it’s time
you learned something about out-of-pocket expenses. In general, out-of-pocket
costs have to do with the percentage of your covered medical expenses. You
should expect to incur these expenses within the course of a plan year. However,
they usually only refer to in-network costs when it comes to essential health
benefits. This is because there are no regulations set aside to cap the amount that
individuals spend on out-of-network care. Also, insurers are not needed to cover
services that aren’t regarded as essential health benefits.
Some examples of out-of-pocket costs include:
- Doctors or any other health care provider
- The cost of dental care, if your plan doesn’t include dental coverage
- Hospital charges such as medication and accommodation fees

You may also have to incur out-of-pocket costs when it comes to medical
treatment:
- At a private hospital and in an emergency department
- Outside a hospital, e.g., for diagnostic tests and appointments

Generally speaking, any out-of-pocket costs that you incur will vary depending
on:
- If you have treatment in or outside the hospital
- The amount you are charged
- If your treatment is insured by Medicare and the amount that Medicare pays
- If you have private coverage for that treatment, and if so, what’s the amount?
- Whether you’re treated at a hospital, and if you are a private or public patient

For treatment in the hospital, doctor’s fees can only be covered by your private
health insurance. Different insurers may pay a different amount for a similar
service. You should talk to your doctor, health insurer and hospital about:
- What exactly your costs might be
- When you should pay them
Out-of-pocket costs do not include the monthly premiums you pay so that you can
have coverage. You can incur out-of-pocket costs if and only if, you need medical
care. On the other hand, premiums have to be paid each month, regardless of you
needing medical attention or not.Under the Affordable Care Act, family plans can
have out-of-pocket limits, that double the out-of-pocket limit of the individual.
However, no individual is expected to incur more from out-of-pocket costs,
compared to the individual limit, regardless if she/he is insured under a family
plan.In the case that you apply for an out-of-network provider, then your out-ofpocket costs can be relatively higher. On certain plans, they are double the innetwork limits. On other plans however, out-of-pocket costs could be unlimited
when patients receive care from hospitals or doctors that are not in the health
plan’s network.

Options for assistance with medical bills for the uninsured
Once you decide to go without medical insurance, you’ll have to be ready to deal
with the consequences. Whether planned or unplanned, most medical procedures
can cost you quite a bit of money. If you don’t have insurance, then you’re
responsible for paying 100% of the cost. If you can’t afford health insurance, then
you will have to take a proactive approach to cope with your medical bills. Due to
the rising cost of medical care, most people find it challenging to afford health
care costs, regardless of having insurance. It is vital to be proactive, since medical
bills can result in bankruptcy. For those who don’t have insurance, try finding a plan
via the Affordable Care Act and enroll as soon as possible.

Here are a few options that can help in paying your medical bills if you have no
health insurance:
Shop for doctors, hospitals and urgent care
Inquire for pay in advance or reduced rates
Call in and pay cash
Create a savings account to cover your medical expenses
Save on medications
Consider getting insurance
Consider healthcare crowdfunding

Medical bills that can remain after your insurance pays
Balance billing is a common practice, whereby a health care provider decides to
bill a patient for the difference between their specific charge amount, and any
other amounts paid by the insurer of the patient or applied to a patient’s
coinsurance, deductible or copay. It’s also worth noting that billing a patient for the
amounts applied to their co-insurance, deductible or copay isn’t considered
balance billing. If both a health insurance company and a patient pay for health
care expenses, it is known as cost-sharing. Copays, co-insurance and
deductibles, are all cost-sharing examples. These amounts are usually predetermined for every patient’s benefit plan.

Options for assistance paying medical costs that are already in collections
The path to paying off medical expenses isn’t as clear-cut as with other debt
forms, such as credit cards or loans. Generally, there’s more room to negotiate the
repayment terms, and perhaps even to lessen the amount you owe. If you have
insurance, you can begin by going through your medical bill and comparing it with
your benefits. Find out what you are expected to pay. However, don’t make a
mistake of taking your specific bill at face value. At first, you should always try and
negotiate the overall cost.By taking a smart approach to settle your medical bills, it
can assist you in avoiding delinquent medical debt on your credit report. While
working with your provider, you should be upfront about exactly what you are able
to pay.

CANCER
FUNDRAISING
When you get the news that you or somebody that you care about has been
diagnosed with cancer, you're likely to feel a range of emotions from helplessness
to worry, and face immediate stress. You may not have the power to make
yourself or that friend or family member better in terms of physical health, but you
probably feel compelled to do something. Giving emotional support, or getting
help financially are some of the primary ways you can make a difference when
you are not a medical professional. Even for patients with great health insurance,
treatment for serious conditions add up quickly and between the treatments and
the bills it can be overwhelming. There are medications, medical bills, and even
travel expenses to cover while also managing the stress of active ongoing care.
Many patients as well as their primary caregivers also miss time from work,
leading to missed wages adding to the already substantial financial toll.

What Kinds Of Cancer Fundraising Are There?
You can collect donations from those you know, such as friends, family, and
professional colleagues, but also even loose acquaintances and strangers. Do this
for many different causes associated with the disease, including:
Cancer Treatment: When someone has to undergo chemotherapy and
radiation, the costs can be rather high. If someone needs help paying for their
treatment, you can help out.
Research: Researchers, doctors, and scientists are always on the lookout for
anything that will fight cancer, alleviate it, manage it, or even cure it for good
Awareness: If you or someone you know or love has gone through cancer,
share the experience and impact it has had on your family and life.
Childhood Cancer: Any cancer is unwelcome news, but childhood cancer is
especially painful and heartbreaking.
Recovery/At-Home Care: Sometimes those who need help are the ones that
beat cancer. Even if they beat the disease, they might have recovery therapy
sessions or be in such rough shape that they can't resume a normal life yet.
Help them every step of the way back.

Crowdfunding For Cancer Fundraising
Crowdfunding for a fundraising campaign can be an effective means of
generating donations from a broad audience without a lot of the hassle involved
with a physical fundraiser. To start this, you choose a platform and then start up a
campaign page. Your page should include elements like an image collection, a
pragmatic goal, a compelling title, and detailed brief covering why you are seeking
donations.

Breast Cancer Fundraising
As many as 1 in 8 women will develop breast cancer in their lifetime, meaning
most Americans know at least one woman or more that have been diagnosed at
some point. That makes breast cancer fundraising very prevalent.One idea you
might do specifically for this is to host a 'pink party'. From decorations and food to
what people wear, you can raise awareness and funds for breast cancer, all done
in the color of pink. Walkathons are often done at a community level and are
common in many towns and cities. Participants can raise funds, inspire
communities, and get fit while doing it. Those that can't walk can still commit to
pledges.Haircut parties are another way to go, since many breast cancer patients
lose some, if not all, of their hair while undergoing treatment. Get a salon to
participate and even host the fundraiser. Hair that gets cut can be donated to
wigs for cancer patients.

High-Profit Cancer Fundraiser Ideas
Deciding to do cancer fundraising can seem like a simple choice. Picking the
specific one you want to do may not be so easy. Consider the following as just
some of the many possibilities:
Karaoke Nights
50/50 Raffles
Product Fundraising
Checkout Charity
Lantern Release

How To Name Your Cancer Fundraising Effort
One crucial aspect of any successful cancer fundraising is to give the effort a
compelling name or title. Your title needs to tell your story clearly, so that others
can easily find it when they look. A great title with good fundraising ideas can
generate quite a bit of donations, shares, and attention.A great title should do four
things. First, it needs to garner the attention of the public at large. Second, it should
describe specifically who the fundraiser is intended to help and why it needs to
happen. Third, the title should set the tone or feel for the fundraising story. Fourth,
and for the digital age, make sure your title has good keywords in it.
Run every title you think of by the following criteria:
-Does your title stand out among the crowd?-Is the title easily searchable, clear,
and distinct?
-Does it tell your story? If not, does it hint at a story?
-Is it understandable without effort?
-Does the title make someone eager to learn/read more?
-If the fundraiser is for a specific person, does the title include their name?
-Does the title inspire action?
-If you were to see the title, is it something you'd want to pass on and share?

How To Organize A Fundraiser For A Cancer Patient
Now that you know different ideas you can use for a cancer benefit or fundraiser,
you need to know the specific structure of this undertaking. The crowdfunding
approach might not need all of these steps, but it's still useful to know them all.
Form A Committee
Choose Your Event
Think About The Money
Handle The Money Properly
Planning Out Details
Get The Word Out
Gather Donations In Advance
Follow Through After

In Conclusion
Now that you've read all this, you know what cancer fundraisers are for, specific
ideas you can try, how to organize one, and how to take advantage of
crowdfunding, among many other essential pieces of information and ideas.
Cancer patients frequently struggle financially while they are ill or going through
treatment, which means they are grateful for any and all assistance they can get
from friends and family. Make your own fundraising efforts count, as you can
extend the circle of support for cancer patients you know, or in honor of someone
a survivor or someone you lost.

A GUIDE TO MEDICAL
FUNDRAISING FOR
OTHER CONDITIONS
How To Organize A Fundraiser For A Cancer Patient
The sad fact is that most Americans simply do not have the savings, funds or
investments to cover the medical expenses involved with a major illness or
catastrophic health event. These expenses can easily drain rainy day funds, a nest
egg, retirement funds, and in severe cases may even result in the loss of property
and assets such as a house or a car. As much as we would like to believe, relying
on medical insurance is also not a guarantee. Limits and restrictions can quickly
be reached leaving you holding a bag full of partially paid or totally uncovered
bills. We all know how devastating a diagnosis for a serious illness, health condition
or a severe injury can be - never mind thinking about the financial impact that it
can have. And even for the most responsible of us, planning ahead for these
events is not always possible.Fundraising for other conditions (other than cancer
fundraising) has become a major need of many people facing unexpected and
severe illnesses. Strokes, chronic illness, and severe injuries just to name a few can
create lifelong health struggles, and lifelong financial struggles.But how does
fundraising work, and what can you do to maximize success? How do you even go
about starting a fund to pay immediate bills or cover future treatments? The
following strategies will help you prepare to get the most support possible with the
least stress possible. You have enough stress after a bad diagnosis, financial
struggle shouldn't add to that any more than it has to.

The Benefit Of Medical Fundraising For Other Conditions
Obviously, receiving donations and funds from other sources to cover medical
expenses frees up your own finances to pay for day-to-day living costs and other
necessities. Ensuring alternative funding can also prevent you from losing your car,
house and other valuable assets in order to pay for your short or long-term
medical needs.Crowdfunding and other donations do not necessarily have to be
targeted at chronic, life-threatening illnesses or injuries. The funds can also be
used to fund elective procedures that are often not covered by medical insurance.
This can include reconstructive surgery or In-Vitro-Fertilization (OVF).

When To Start Fundraising For Other Conditions
The sooner you start fundraising to pay existing medical bills or to save for a future
procedure, the better. It is recommended to speak to your treating physician and
do some research into the exact costs that will be involved with a medical
treatment, procedure or surgery so that you know exactly how much money you
will need and the timeline within which you have to raise the funds.Depending on
the urgency of the matter and the amount you need to raise, it is also advisable to
employ different fundraising techniques and measures at the same time to
provide a greater chance of raising the funds when you need them. There really is
no limit to how much money you can raise to pay for immediate as well as future
medical expenses if you simply employ a little ingenuity and make use of all the
online and digital means at your disposal.

